Maintaining Our Cause – I Kings 8: 46-49

Cause and Effect

Cause

Salvation is an already completed transaction, offered freely and lovingly to all mankind.  It can be described as a provision that is proffered freely and without merit.  Human acceptance simply validates the offer but does not foster it.  The only prerequisite is the shed blood of Jesus.  
Salvation is then delivered upon the vehicle of God’s Word through the avenue of faith and by the provision of grace.  
Effect

The Word of God has a profound effect on a man when he is exposed to it.  It is Sharp and powerful dividing the soul and exposing sin and unrighteousness.  When the human spirit hears the knocking and hears the wooing of the spirit of God, he may accept or reject the call.  
For some the yearning of the soul, which heretofore may have sought refuge in the unsatisfying flesh, now awakens and responds in realization of condition and belief in God’s ability to rescue him from that condition.  For some, however, the call goes unheeded, until the hour is passed and death seals the door eternally.  
Vs. 46
Reproach 
· Against GOD
· All inclusive

· Consequential

· Away – distanced from God

· Captive – yoke of bondage

· Enemy Territory – behind enemy lines
Vs. 47
Realization of Condition
· Awareness

· Wrong turn illustration
Vs. 47
Repentance 
· Supplication – Turning towards God

· Admission – We have sinned
· Confession – Viewpoint

· Perverseness

· Wickedness

· Psalms 32:5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee and mine iniquity have I not hid
· Lost people see sin differently – rules of behavior

Vs. 48
Returning 
· Heart and Soul

· We need a revival of heart and soul Christianity

· Man looks on the outward – outward check up

Vs. 48
Request
And pray unto thee toward their land

· Fathers – Land of Heritage

· Chose – Land of Promise Genesis 12:7
· House – Land of Worship

*Demonstrated so beautifully in the thief on the cross

Vs. 49
Redemption

Maintain their cause

· Under attack

· Stuble

· Tested

Who is on the Lord’s side?

He is on my side!

· Daniel may have longed to return to that homeland that he left behind in his youth. But God took him there by faith and by revelation.  
· He saw a kingdom that transcended all earthly kingdoms.  

· Like the thief on the cross he got a glimpse of Jesus as king of kings and Lord of Lords
· I am so thankful that one day my eyes were opened and heaven became a real place

