Ezekiel 22:30   Examining the Heart     


And I sought for a man among them that should make up the hedge and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it:  but I found none.

2
- Wilt thou judge?
- “Shew her all her abominations.”  The ugliness and vileness of sin is to be manifested
Our Wicked Ways
· Reproach
· 4  Bloodshed



· Joining hands with the world in it’s wickedness---abortion
· Aligned themselves with death.

· 4  Idolatry

· 4  Self-destruction – “days to draw near”
· 4-5  Reproach and a mockery
· Respect
· 7  Parents –  made light of.
· 7  Strangers – differences
· 8  Holy things – sanctity 
· Restraint
· 9  Deathmongers

· 9  Idolatrous paganism – eat upon the mountains

· 9  - 11 Immoral

· 12  Corrupt
· Reckoning
· 14  Strength of the heart
“can thine hands be strong”
· 15  Stability of the heart
“scatter” and “disperse”
· 16  Substance of the heart
“take thine inheritance in thyself” - nothing
A Depriving Day
23-24  “Not cleansed nor rained upon”
· Deprived of Preaching – Prophets are picture of the Non-preaching Heart
· 25  Treasure and precious things
· 25  Roaring lion – ravening the prey
· 28  Truth – untempered mortar
· Deprived of Righteousness – The Priests are a picture of the Unrighteous Heart
· 26  Obedience 

violated my law”
· 26  Holiness

“Put no difference between the Holy and the profane”
· 26  Sanctification
“unclean and the clean”
· 26  Dedication

Hid their eyes from my Sabbaths
· The authority, holiness, and goodness of God is defamed and made light of…
· Deprived of leadership – The Princes are a picture of the Misleading Heart
· 27 Example and responsibility – employing our position for other’s welfare
· 27 Sheep dog versus ravenous wolves

· Blood Line

· Training

· Opportunity 

· Deprived of the ministry – The people are a picture of the Maltreating heart
· Oppression

· Robbery

· Vexed the poor and needy
A Search for Someone – I sought for a man
· To reach his brethren – not a stranger or an alien “angel”

· not elevated above them

degrees and such
· not isolated from them

monks 
· not ignorant


learned and informed
· To make up the hedge.  A hedge….
· Defines the borders

· Defines a pathway

· Decorates the landscape
· To stand in the gap
· Warning

· Intercession

· Bridging the gap

Like the city of Jerusalem, our heart is being searched by God, with the light of his Spirit, so that he might shew us all our abominations.
But we are not now talking about the past and this dark moment in the history of the nation of Israel.

We are in the present, applying and using God’s Word for our edification.  

When God searches your heart for a man or woman who will…

· Reach out to his brethren
· Make up the hedge

· Stand in the gap

Two questions


2    Wilt thou judge?

14  Can thine heart endure?
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