Ezekiel 34:1-10
Sinister Shepherds

Hebrew
: râ‛âh
Greek:  poimēn (poy-mane)    one who pastures a flock – feeder of the flock
Translated predominately as shepherd (sheepherder) but also as pastor (pasturer)
The Shepherd’s Predicament

· Against God
1  “Prophesy against the shepherds of Israel”

· Pro-self ---the spiritual leadership of Israel had degenerated into self serving 



2  Woe be to the Shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves

· Eventually into self-righteous sectarian dissonance

The Shepherds’ Position

· David the shepherd king was the prototype of the spiritual leadership positions of Israel which were in turn, type-shadows of the church’s spiritual leadership
· Even David, though elevated above men in position, would cry “The Lord is my shepherd.”

· David was also a type of Christ  



God chose a shepherd by design



Where the human shepherds that would follow David would fail the Good 


Shepherd would come and regather Vs. 23
The Shepherds’ Power

· Purpose
“Should not the shepherds feed the flocks?”



Ps 23:1 “I Shall not want”

· Precaution
Strength and position come from God and must be used carefully

· Principle
The immutable law of “Sewing and reaping”


3  Benefits Available: Food and clothing



3  Benefits diminished A flock not fed is a shepherd not fed 
The Shepherd’s Performance
· 4  Condition



Disease



Broken



Lost

· 5-6 Security



Scattered



Prey



Homeless 

The Shepherds’ Problem

· The Foregoing Indictment 

· If a man’s position and responsibility do not keep him from sin, then it most certainly will not keep him from judgment.
· 7-10 Hear the Word

· It has always been “Hear” and it will always end with “Hear”
The Shepherds’ 

Accessible
Assessable 
Incessant 

Recessing 
Concession 

Succession 

