"A Man on MARS!" 
Acts 17:16-34 

Not a man on the planet Mars, but a man on Mars Hill

A Great City


Sophisticated, Prestigious but base and immoral


Educated but ignorant



"Intellectual Center" of the thinking world



Socrates, Plato and Aristotle


16  Wholly given to idolotry


gods and goddeses  ----  12 major deities Apollo

50,000 or more statues


It was often said of Athens, "It's easier to find a god than a man in 



Athens." 


17  A Light in a Dark Place – Synogogue


18  Market
Agora    At the Jocky Lot – 



Philosophers  philosophos     philo  lover of   sophos  wisdom  “sophisticated”


EPICUREANS = Party Boys


1. Everything happens by chance. (Murphy's Law) 


2. No life after death 


3. The gods were distant and uninterested in man's affairs. 


4. The chief end of man was to have fun . . . "Eat, Drink & Be Merry!" 
  



STOICS = Pathetic Boys


1. The gods were everywhere and in all things (pantheism). 


2. Thought the gods were everywhere they were impersonal. 


3. Individual independence . . . "Don't Trust Anyone!”


4. Life had a fatalistic ending . . . "Grin and Bear It!"

18  Some of them called him a BABBLER! 


The word actually means "Seed Picker"   crow or gutter sparrow

18  Strange  

A Super City


19  Areopagus   Rock of Ares  Mar’s Hill


Rock of Ages



Calvary’s Hill



Emblems of Darkness and Emptiness


20-21  Super Curious


"spent their time in nothing else but either to tell or hear some new thing."



New and Improved attitude


Eccles  1: 9 There is no new thing under the sun



Rather than learning something new, we need to learn something true

22  Super Religious

Superstitious  deisidai monesteros



James 1:26-27 



Mere religion can deflect truth – You sure told them



Mere religion often replaces conversion with commandment


Mere religion measures but does not cleanse 


23   Super Safe   




The Unknown God
agnōstos theos


The all-knowing God


THE GOD PAUL KNEW . . . . 


23b
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you 

        A. GOD IS THE CREATOR .... vs.24a 

        B. GOD CANNOT BE CONTAINED .... vs. 24b 

        C. GOD NEEDS NOTHING .... vs.25a 

        D. GOD IS THE GIVER OF LIFE .... vs. 25b-29 

        E. GOD IS THE JUDGE .... vs.30-32 

Neither group would give way to the resurrection of the dead. Life to them was ... you're born and then you die! 
A sign hung upon the city gates of Athens reading . . . 
"Once a man dies, and after the earth drinks up his blood, there is no resurrection!" 

The Party Boys  and the Pathetic Boys were wrong! They still are? Why? Because Jesus Christ is risen from the dead and alive today! He is Savior, sustainer, provider, He is God! He is the Good News you are searching for. 

CONCLUSION 

Some men listened to that Man on Mar’s Hill that day
Are we still living for this word?

Have we bought into Epicurean and Stoic Philosophies of this world?
Proverbs 3:5-6 

Pro 3:5  Trust982 in413 the LORD3068 with all3605 thine heart;3820 and lean8172 not408 unto413 thine own understanding.998 

Pro 3:6  In all3605 thy ways1870 acknowledge3045 him, and he1931 shall direct3474 thy paths.734
